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program; increased support for the
natural gas supply program, especially
for the new emerging resource program
in methane hydrates; conducting basic
research to provide the foundation for
technological breakthroughs that are
beneficial to energy development and
environmental protection; and
continued budgetary increases over
current levels for technology
partnerships with the private sector.

Goal #5—Cooperate internationally
on global issues and develop the means
to address global economic, security,
and environmental concerns: The
United States should continue its active
and sustained participation in
multilateral and regional forums as well
as bilateral contacts with key suppliers,
such as our NAFTA partners Canada
and Mexico, Norway, Nigeria,
Venezuela, Saudi Arabia, and other
major oil producers. Achievement of
this objective requires: promoting the
development of open, competitive
international energy markets through
U.S. participation in multilateral groups
such as the International Energy
Agency, the Summit of the America’s
Hemispheric Energy Initiative, and the
Asian Pacific Economic Council (APEC)
energy working group; working with our
reliable neighbors in Canada and
Mexico to establish an efficient and
integrated North American natural gas
and electricity system; promoting the
development of worldwide crude oil
and natural gas transportation networks
to move South American, Caspian
Basin, and Central Asian oil and natural
gas, for example, to world markets to
further diversify world energy supplies;
and emphasize free trade and the
promotion of American exports to help
develop the world’s free market
economy and prevent over reliance on
any single region of the world.

Other Issues

Regulatory Reform

The Department of Commerce’s
Bureau of Export Administration (BXA)
is in the process of reviewing its crude
oil short supply regulations and
identifying reforms that would allow
U.S. firms to be on equal footing with
their foreign competitors. BXA is
reviewing a number of changes,
including: (1) Creating a license
exception to allow the export of crude
oil to Canada and Mexico without an
individual license; and (2) establishing
a license exception to allow the export
of California heavy crude oil sold, as
part of bunker fuel oil mixtures, to
foreign ships visiting U.S. ports. The
interagency group recommends that

BXA proceed expeditiously with its
short supply reform package.

Industry Proposals

During the review, the Department
received comments from oil companies
and trade associations about several
possible modifications to the Federal
Tax Code that the commenters believe
would provide support for the domestic
oil industry. The Department did not
evaluate these proposals as part of its
Section 232 investigation. Instead, the
Department recommends that the
National Economic Council evaluate the
industry proposals.
[FR Doc. 00–18965 Filed 7–27–00; 8:45 am]
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DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Institute of Standards and
Technology

Visiting Committee on Advanced
Technology

AGENCY: National Institute of Standards
and Technology, Department of
Commerce.
ACTION: Request for nominations of
members to serve on the Visiting
committee on Advanced Technology.

SUMMARY: NIST invites and requests
nomination of individuals for
appointment to the Visiting Committee
on Advanced Technology (VCAT). The
terms of some of the members of the
VCAT will soon expire. NIST will
consider nominations received in
response to this notice for appointment
to the Committee, in addition to
nominations already received.
DATES: Please submit nominations on or
before August 14, 2000.
ADDRESSES: Please submit nominations
to Dr. Brian C. Belanger, Executive
Director, Visiting Committee on
Advanced Technology, National
Institute of Standards and Technology,
100 Bureau Drive, Mail Stop 1004,
Gaithersburg, MD 20899–1004.
Nominations may also be submitted via
FAX to 301–948–1224.

Additional information regarding the
Committee, including its charter,
current membership list, and executive
summary may be found on its electronic
home page at: http://www.nist.gov/
director/vcat/vcat.htm.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Dr.
Brian C. Belanger, Executive Director,
Visiting Committee on Advanced
Technology, National Institute of
Standards and Technology, 100 Bureau
Drive, Mail Stop 1004, Gaithersburg,
MD 20899–1004; telephone 301–975–

4720, fax 301–948–1224; or via email at
brian.belanger@nist.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

I. VCAT Information
The VCAT was established in

accordance with 15 U.S.C. 278 and the
Federal Advisory Committee Act (5
U.S.C. app. 2).

Objectives and Duties
1. The Committee shall review and

make recommendations regarding
general policy for NIST, its organization,
its budget, and its programs, within the
framework of applicable national
policies as set forth by the President and
the Congress.

2. The Committee functions solely as
an advisory body, in accordance with
the provisions of the Federal Advisory
Committee Act.

3. The Committee
Shall report to the Director of NIST.
4. The Committee shall provide a

written annual report, through the
Director of NIST, to the Secretary of
Commerce for submission to the
Congress on or before January 31 each
year. Such report shall deal essentially,
though not necessarily exclusively, with
policy issues or matters which affect the
Institute, or with which the Committee
in its official role as the private sector
policy adviser of the Institute is
concerned. Each such report shall
identify areas of research and research
techniques of the Institute of potential
importance to the long-term
competitiveness of United States
industry, which could be used to assist
United States enterprises and United
States industrial joint research and
development ventures. The Committee
shall submit to the Secretary and the
Congress such additional reports on
specific policy matters as it deems
appropriate.

Membership

1. The Committee is composed of
fifteen members that provide
representation of a cross-section of
traditional and emerging United States
industries. Members shall be selected
solely on the basis of established
records of distinguished service and
shall be eminent in one or more fields
such as business, research, new product
development, engineering, labor,
education, management consulting,
environment, and international
relations. No employee of the Federal
Government shall serve as a member of
the Committee.

2. The Director of the National
Institute of Standards and Technology
shall appoint the members of the
committee, and they will be selected on
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a clear, standardized basis, in
accordance with applicable Department
of Commerce guidance.

Miscellaneous
1. Members of the VCAT are not paid

for their service, but will, upon request,
be allowed travel expenses in
accordance with 5 U.S.C. 5701 et seq.,
while attending meetings of the
Committee or of its subcommittees, or
while otherwise performing duties at
the request of the chairperson, while
away from their homes or a regular
place of business.

2. Meetings of the VCAT take place in
the Washington, DC metropolitan area,
usually at the NIST headquarters in
Gaithersburg, Maryland, and once each
year at the NIST headquarters in
Boulder, Colorado. Meetings are one or
two days in duration and are held
quarterly.

3. Committee meetings are open to the
public except for approximately one
hour, usually at the beginning of the
meeting, a closed session is held in
accordance with 5 U.S.C. 552b(c)(6),
because divulging information
discussed in those portions of the
meetings is likely to reveal information
of a personal nature where disclosure
would constitute a clearly unwarranted
invasion of personal privacy. All other
portions of the meetings are open to the
public.

II. Nomination Information
1. Nominations are sought from all

fields described above.
2. Nominees should have established

records of distinguished service and
shall be eminent in fields such as
business, research, new product
development, engineering, labor,
education, management consulting,
environmental and international
relations. The category (field of
eminence) (for which the candidate is
qualified should be specified in the
nomination letter. Nominations for a
particular category should come from
organizations or individuals within that
category. A summary of the candidate’s
qualifications should be included with
the nomination, including (where
applicable) current or former service on
federal advisory boards and federal
employment. In addition, each
nomination letter should state that the
person agrees to the nomination,
acknowledge the responsibilities of
serving on the VCAT, and will actively
participate in good faith in the tasks of
the VCAT. Besides participation at
meetings, it is desired that members be
able to devote the equivalent of two
days between meetings to either
developing or researching topics of

potential interest, and so forth in
furtherance of their Committee duties.

3. The Department of Commerce is
committed to equal opportunity in the
workplace and seeks a broad-based and
diverse VCAT membership.

Dated: July 21, 2000.

Karen H. Brown,
Deputy Director.
[FR Doc. 00–19088 Filed 7–27–00; 8:45 am]
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DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Institute of Standards and
Technology

Board of Overseers of the Malcolm
Baldrige National Quality Award

AGENCY: National Institute of Standards
and Technology, Department of
Commerce.

ACTION: Request for nominations of
members to serve on the Board of
Overseers of the Malcolm Baldrige
National Quality Award.

SUMMARY: NIST invites and requests
nomination of individuals for
appointment to Board of Overseers of
the Malcolm Baldrige National Quality
Award (Board). The terms of some of the
members of the Board will soon expire.
NIST will consider nominations
received in response to this notice for
appointment to the Committee, in
addition to nominations already
received.

DATES: Please submit nominations on or
before August 14, 2000.

ADDRESSES: Please submit nominations
to Harry Hertz, Director, National
Quality Program, NIST, 100 Bureau
Drive, Mail Stop 1020, Gaithersburg,
MD 20899–1020. Nominations may also
be submitted via FAX to 301–948–3716.
Additional information regarding the
Committee, including its charter,
current membership list, and executive
summary may be found on its electronic
home page at: http://
www.quality.nist.gov.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Harry Hertz, Director, National Quality
Program and Designated Federal
Official, NIST, 100 Bureau Drive, Mail
Stop 1020, Gaithersburg, MD 20899–
1020; telephone 301–975–2361; FAX:
301–948–3716; or via e-mail at
harry.hertz@nist.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

I. Board of Overseers of the Malcolm
Baldrige National Quality Award
Information

The Board was established in
accordance with 15 U.S.C.
3711a(d)(2)(B), pursuant to the Federal
Advisory Committee Act (5 U.S.C.
app.2).

Objectives and Duties

1. The Board shall review the work of
the private sector contractor(s), which
assists the Director of the National
Institute of Standards and Technology
(NIST) in administering the Award. The
Board will make such suggestions for
the improvements of the Award process
as it deems necessary.

2. The Board shall provide a written
annual report on the results of Award
activities to the Secretary of Commerce,
along with its recommendations for the
improvement of the Award process.

3. The Board will function solely as
an advisory committee under the
Federal Advisory Committee Act.

4. The Board will report to the
Director of NIST and the Secretary of
Commerce.

Membership

1. The Board will consist of
approximately eleven members selected
on a clear, standardized basis, in
accordance with applicable Department
of Commerce guidance, and for their
preeminence in the field of quality
management. There will be a balanced
representation from U.S. service and
manufacturing industries, education
and health care. The Board will include
members familiar with the quality
improvements operations of
manufacturing companies, service
companies, small businesses, education,
and health care. No employee of the
Federal Government shall serve as a
member of the Board of Overseers.

2. The Board will be appointed by the
Secretary of Commerce and will serve at
the discretion of the Secretary. The term
of office of each Board member shall be
three years. All terms will commence on
March 1 and end on February 28 of the
appropriate year.

Miscellaneous

1. Members of the Board shall serve
without compensation, but may, upon
request, be reimbursed travel expenses,
including per diem, as authorized by 5
U.S.C. 5701 et seq.

2. The Boards will meet twice
annually, except that additional
meetings may be called as deemed
necessary by the NIST Director or by the
Chairperson. Meetings are one day in
duration.
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